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ened nephew of the recently deposed Sultan, told me of
his strong conviction that the future strength of Turkey
must center around Anatolia, where agricultural reforms
should be inaugurated without delay. Likewise, the
new leaders of Turkey appear keen to apply the funda-
mental principles of agricultural economics. At the
Smyrna Economic Congress, after giving as examples
former regions of the Ottoman Empire, Mustafa Kemal
Pasha said: "Gentlemen, those who effect conquests by
the sword finish by being beaten by those who employ
as their arm the plough, and by ceding their place to
them. ... In the struggle between the sabre and the
plough it is always the latter which comes out on top."
Under modern farming methods, the soil is capable
of bountiful crops. It is wonderful that the lands are so
productive under4 the present unfavorable conditions.
They receive no enrichment, since usually the animal
dung is mixed with straw and made into cakes for use
as fuel. No artificial fertilizers are used. Modern
machinery and implements are little known. The cheap
labor in Anatolia often makes their use uneconomical.
It is hard to change the customs of Oriental peoples:
this statement is particularly true of the Moslems, since
they are not mechanically inclined and soon abandon any
mechanical contrivance when it gets out of order. All
peasant women work in the fields.
The Banque Agricole is the only financial establish-
ment which is prepared to lend money to the cultivator.
Generally, however, the loans granted are actually used
for his home. The bank is authorized to lend money
against land but not against crops. These advances are
made at such usurious rates of interest that the principal
can practically never be repaid; thus the loan often is
the first step in a foreclosure of a later sale. Further, the
resources of the bank have never been suflBcient for the
country's needs. In every respect, this useful institution

